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8.4 Use the spring compressor following the manufacturer’s
directions

8.7 Lift the upper strut support off of the damper shaft

5 Remove the hub assembly.

6 Refitting is the reverse of removal. Tighten the hub retaining
bolts to the torque listed in this Chapter’s Specifications.

8 Spring and strut components (front)
- disassembly and reassembly

Refer to illustrations 8.4,8.6,8.7,8.8,8.9,8.14a,8.14b,8.15 and 8.16

1 The spring on the front strut is under considerable pressure,
requiring a special spring compressor to be used to safely
compress the spring and disengage its components. Do
not attempt to disassemble the spring without the proper
COMPressor, as serious injury can occur.

2 A strut spring compressor can be purchased through most
auto parts stores. Compressors can also be rented on a daily
basis from some rental agencies.

3 Hold the knuckle in a vice using wood blocks to cushion the
jaws to prevent damage to it.

4 Following the manufacturer’s instructions for the particular
spring compressor being used, <lightly compress the spring,
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8.6 Remove the nut and washer (arrow) from the strut shaft

8.8 Cut the plastic dust boot retainer

making sure that the jaws of the compressor are firmly
seated around the coils and cannot slip off (see illustration).
Tighten the compressor from side to side, a little at a time,
until the spring seat is clear of the uppermost coil.

With the spring firmly compressed and clear of its seat, hold
the mounting insulator stationary and remove the top strut
bearing nut and washer (see illustration).

Pull the upper support off the top of the strut assembly (see
illustration).

Remove the bearing (noting it's orientation) and washers
and cut the dust boot strap (see illustration).

Carefully lift the compressed spring from the assembly (see
illustration) and set it aside in a safe place.

Warning: Never place your head near the ends of
the spring.

The spring should be checked for cracking or deformation
of any kind. If the vehicle was sagging in the front, this is an
indication that the springs are in need of renewal.









